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LEAF CHAIN 

his type of chain is regulated by ANSI B29.8M, DIN 8152 and ISO 4347. 

These STEEL chains have a very simple construction: Link plates and Pins. 
 

ng of the links. 
elow find an example for AL6 and BL6 Series 

ee Figure “Lacing/ Pin combination”) 
 

Figure “Lacing/ Pin combination” 
  

 
Leaf Chains are used for, amongst others, Fork Lift Masts. 
T
 

 
 
The chain number indicates the pitch and the laci
B
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Lacing 2x2 4x4 6x6

Chain size AL622 AL644 AL666
 

Lacing 2x3 3x4 4x6

Chain size BL623 BL634 BL646  
 



  

hain types   

tch length , but they differ in pin 
iameter as shown in the figure below. 

ee example below: Pitch is 19.05 mm 
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There are A- and B- type chains in leaf chain series. Both AL series and  
BL series are available with the same pi
d
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AL6 Series BL6 series

Pin diameter 5.96 7.94

Plate width 2.44 3.3

Plate depth 15.62 18.11
Pitch 19.05 19.05   

ote: All dimensions in mm  
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HYSTER LEAF CHAIN 

 

 lift chain. Hyster lift chain is available for most major brands of lift 
truck. 

 

nce to wear 

which Hyster part numbers to 

r ANSI reference is linked to the corresponding Hyster part 

 no longer covered by ISO or ANSI standards 

/4”pitch. The right hand numbers 46 refer to the 
ate combination i.e. 4 x 6 

  

Durability, efficiency, reliability and versatility are standard features of all 
Hyster

Special design features  

• High Fatigue strength 
• Long Service Life 
• Maximum Resista
• Compact Design  

The reference tables hereafter  will assist you 
order once you have selected the right chain. 

The ISO o
number.  

• LH = chain based on ISO4347 
• BL is identical to LH ( US terminology) 
• AL = obsolete standard and

Example BL646 or LH1246: 

The left hand numbers BL6 or LH12 refer to the chain pitch size in 1/8 (or 
1/16 for LH) inch units i.e. 3
pl

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LEAF CHAIN AL SERIES 
OBSOLETE STANDARD 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LEAF CHAIN LH/ BL SERIES 

 ISO4347 / DIN8152 / ANSI B29.8 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

rly maintained. Failures can generally be 

ve chain 
nce covers the inspection, adjustment, cleaning, lubrication 
n in hostile environments and replacement of chain. 

s.  
able when one of the 

link plates 

 have flats at each side aligned with the length of the 
chain; pins that have turned from this alignment can provide warning 

 
See Figure below.  

. EDGE WEAR    4. HOLE WEAR 

. LOOSE LEAVES   6. DAMAGED PIN 

. RUST    8. CHAIN WEAR SCALE 

 
Maintenance and Inspection 

 
Lift truck chains are subject to considerable stress and can suffer premature 
failure when abused or imprope
attributed to shock loading or fatigue of chains that have been weakened by 
corrosion and excessive wear. 
 
Chain life is dependent on correct maintenance. Comprehensi
maintena
protectio
 
Defects 
 
Check every link for defect
A chain or chain anchor is considered unservice
following can be detected: 

• Cracked, corroded or missing 
• Excessively elongated holes 
• Worn, loose or damaged pins 
• Pins normally

of a problem 

 
1. WORN PIN    2. CRACKS 
3
5
7
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wear 
 
A lift chain becomes longer when it is worn. If a section of chain is 3% 
longer than a similar section of new chain, the chain is worn and must be 

placed. 

ks of chain. 

y 
 with the table below. 

ction is more than the 
maximum wear limit.  
 
     BL CHAIN 

  

oist chains must be replaced when: 

 of visible defects, it is recommended to replace chains after: 
 3 years of service or 6000 hours (normal applications) or 

 

Never replace just the worn section of a chain. Replace the complete 
chain. Never replace just one chain of a chain pair, always renew both 
together. 

re
If a chain scale is available, check lift chains as shown on the chain scale. 
If a chain scale is not available measure 20 lin
  
Measure from the center of a pin to the center of another pin 20 pitches awa
and compare the length
 
Replace chain if the length of 20 links of the worn se

 
 
Replacement 
 
H
• Any part of the chain exhibits defects as mentioned above 
• The chain is worn excessively 
 
In absence
•
• 2 years of service or 4000 hours ( cold store applications) whichever is

earlier 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Cleaning and Lubrication 
 

Under normal operating conditions, chains should be removed every 2000 
hrs or 12 months and thoroughly cleaned and re-lubricated. 

oving 

nce 
hain has proper care and maintenance.  

is is necessary. 
or interim lubrication Hyster recommends a chain lube to prolong the life 

of your chain. 
 

 

The chain should be cleaned only with paraffin, petrol, diesel fuel or white 
spirit. 
The use of steam jets is not recommended due to the difficulty of rem
all traces of water and the possibility of corrosion 
Inadequate maintenance accounts for the majority of complaints of 
unsatisfactory chain performance. Reliability, efficiency and performa
can only be maintained if the c
Additional lubricant may be applied to chains whenever daily checks 
indicate that th
F

   

 inner surfaces of lift chain and cables - even 
rough old lubricant. This product has excellent adhesion characteristics 

nd is

 
 
For chains, cables, hinges and ball joints. Hyster chain lube is specially 
formulated to penetrate to the
th
a  also an anti-corrosive. 



 
 Available lengths – Hyster Leaf Chain 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Available lengths – Hyster Leaf Chain 
 

 
 

 

 


